
Please update the following information in 
your Bethany Telephone Directory. 

 

 
 
 

Resident News is not 
Available on the website.  

 

 
 
 
 
     
    
     

BETHANY NEWSLETTER 
April 2023 

AND THE WINNER IS . . .  
 

Our friendly little squirrel that has  
been entertaining us for months in  

the Courtyard now has a name!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Welcome to Bethany “Felex”. 

 

The winner of the  
“name the squirrel” contest is:  

(not available on the web site) 

Main Office AND  
Window Hours 

 

The MAIN OFFICE is open for 
NON-PURCHASES 

Mondays to Fridays 
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

 

Lunch: 12:30 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 

The WINDOW is open for  
PURCHASES/PAYMENTS 
Mondays to Thursdays 
9:00 a.m. to 2:45 p.m.  

(excluding lunch & coffee breaks) 

 “I asked Jesus, 'How  
 much do you love me?’ 
 And Jesus said, 'This 
 much.’ Then He 
 stretched out 
 His arms and died.”    
     unknown 

The Management and Staff of  
Bethany wish you and yours a 

blessed Easter.  
 
 

The Main Office will be closed on Friday, 
April 7 for Good Friday and Monday, 

April 10 for Easter Monday. 



  
  

 Jerry Letkeman 
           Executive Director 
 
He is not here; He has risen, 
just as He said. Come and see 
the place where He lay.  
Matthew 28:6 

 
 
 
Easter is both a sombre and celebratory  
season where Christians remember the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
Many Christians prepare for Easter by  
observing Lent, a forty day period of  
reflection and self-denial.  The day prior to 
Lent is Shrove Tuesday, the traditional feast 
day prior to Ash Wednesday.  Many of us 
have memories of the seriousness of Good 
Friday and singing sombre hymns and then 
the festivities of Easter Sunday. 
 
Take note that the springtime is also a time 
when we celebrate the emergence of new 
life.  There are ancient roots of this  
celebration in many cultures, particularly the  
cultures that have distinct cold, winter  
seasons!  Most Christians acknowledge that 
new life and springtime are worth celebrating 
along with the new life we experience 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.  There is 
obvious symbolic overlap.  I grew up with 
Easter egg hunts and enjoying chocolate 
treats at family gatherings.  Last Easter there 
was some negative communication directed 
at those displaying cultural items such as 
eggs and bunnies.  Let’s respect one  
another and demonstrate grace.  This is vital 
in keeping our community strong.  If love is 
indeed the greatest commandment, let’s give 
witness to the resurrection power of Jesus in 
how we deal with one another.  How we deal 
with each other is usually more important 
than the difference itself.  
 
Please note that we are having a  
Community Coffee event on Tuesday,  
April 25 at 10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship  
Centre.  The theme is celebrating the sew-
ing, knitting and crocheting talents among  

us.  We’d like to organize a display and  
program and learn about residents involved 
in this.  Please connect with me by April 12 
if you are open to setting up a display for 
that event.  Please don’t just show up on 
April 25 with a display but rather connect 
with me ahead of time by the 12th, thanks. 
 
We have a new phone system and there are 
some changes.  Please listen carefully when 
you call the office.  Be assured that you can 
still talk to a real person!  There is important 
information within this newsletter in this  
regard. 
 
The concentration of COVID cases caused 
us to consider service options.  We decided 
to maintain services and to leave the  
decision of participation to residents.  We 
continue to ask residents to stay in their 
suites if you are not well, and to please wear 
a mask when you are outside your suite. 
Meal delivery for meal pass holders is an 
option if you feel safer doing that.   
 
We continue to encourage residents to  
become floor reps for their particular floor.  
The job of these reps is to promote commu-
nity life for their floor and to participate in  
promoting community life for Bethany as a 
whole.  A BIG thanks to those of you who 
are already engaged, either officially or  
unofficially.  If you are interested please  
contact Ang Schmiemann or myself.  You 
can also jointly do this work with another 
person or two on your floor! 
 
If you have any concerns or suggestions  
regarding life at Bethany please use the 
suggestions boxes located at various places 
in the complex or email me at jerry@b55.ca.  
I will respond directly or forward it to the  
applicable staff. 
 
Happy Easter,  
 
He is Risen! 
 



Spiritual Care News & Notes   April  2023 

Worship services are Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m. 
Doors open at 10:00 a.m. 

We are an ecumenical community—which means 
we have people here from many different faith 

backgrounds at Bethany Manor.  
EVERYONE is welcome to attend. If there are  

particular songs from your faith tradition that are 
important to you please let Lois know. 

 
April 2—Jake Buhler 

Friday, April 7—Good Friday Service 10:30 a.m. 

April 9—Easter—Lois Siemens 

April 16—Ed Olfert 

April 23—Eileen Klassen Hamm 

April 30—Jesse Fehr 

CONTEMPLATIVE MORNING PRAYER 
Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. 

Bethany Place Lower Level 
(BPLL) 
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This dreadful cross of rough-hewn wood:   This scent of freshly broken bread 

 This ring of hammers nailing;       This sight of wine now flowing; 

  This barren hill where scoffers stood;       This sound as Jesus’ words are said; 

   This stricken mother wailing;          This story, ever growing; 

    This veil of darkness as he died;          This taste of unifying grace; 

     This Suff’ring Servant, crucified;          This flesh, re-formed in God’s embrace; 

            This broken human body.    This rising holy body. 
   

 ~~An Easter hymn by Adam Tice 2009, sung to the tune of Aus Tiefer Not 1524 

Do you want to send a  
message to someone  

in the hospital?  
 

You can send it  
through their  

“Well Wishes”  
website:  

 

https://
forms.saskatoonhealthregion 

.ca/wellwishes/index.aspx 

World Day of Prayer on March 3rd 
raised $477!! 

Many thanks from the Women’s Inter-Church 
Council of Canada.   

The municipality of  
Chatham-Kent holds an  
annual contest called,  
“Name a Snowplow”  

 

Here are some of the favourite  
winners of past contests.  

 

 

Anita Shovel 
Gordie Plow 

Blizzard of Oz 
Pillsbury Plowboy 

Sled Zepplin 
Flurious George 

Snobi One Kenobi 



From the Fund Development Desk 
 
Building our Community Back Better 
Like many of you, I have come to observe March as the anniversary of COVID-19. It’s timely to think  
about family, friends and community members we’ve lost in the past few years, but also a time to  
be thankful. Thanks to our donors and the Government of Canada’s New Horizons for Seniors  
Program Grant, I can say that I’ve heard more laughter and smiles than I remember from the  
pre-COVID era.  
 
Many of you have joined us for a field trip, event, or an ice cream social. We have had wonderful, guided 
tours to the Hague Museum and Wanuskewin, spent sunny afternoons on the Prairie Lily river boat, and 
had a rollicking good time at our in-house Oktoberfest (and thanks to a fearless dance partner, even I got 
to dance!).  
 
We cannot readily change the world’s politics, disasters, and epidemics, but we can look after each other 
and live each day with JOY.  
 
Thank you for your support of our community – as donors, citizens, and members of a joyful community. 
Let’s keep being good to each other and lifting each other’s hearts. 
 
Donor Appreciation Tea April 26, 2:00 p.m. Fellowship Centre 
We are joyful for the many gifts our donors provided to our community in 2022! Donors to Bethany in 
2022 will be invited to join us for an afternoon of laughs and JOY in thanks for their support.  
 
Please contact me if you have not received your invitation by April 4th. This event will be by  
invitation only, RSVP’s are required.  
 
Planned Giving – Your Will, Your Legacy 
I cannot abide the sad fact that 58% of Canadians do not have a will and another 10% do not have a cur-
rent one. That’s a lot of people who will make life so much harder for loved ones when they pass. 
 
We are finalizing details of our program, but I am very pleased to share that  we are hosting an  
Education Day on May 2, 10:00 a.m. in our Fellowship Centre.  
 
Residents and friends of Bethany are welcome to come and learn more about wills, giving, and  
legacy planning from trusted experts in the field. Thank you to Amity Trust for sponsoring, and  
Abundance Canada for assisting with this event. 
 
With gratitude, 
 
 
 
 
James Perkins  
Fund Development Coordinator 
306 371 9922 

 
 



 

Just a friendly reminder . . .  
 

Should a resident fall within your 
sight or knowledge, NEVER  

assist in lifting them up.  
 

You could promote further  
injury to the one who has fallen,  

or even injure yourself!  
 

Please call 911 and  
specifically request a lift assist.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SOCK SALE! 
 
  
 
 
 
 

The Medicine Shoppe on  
Primrose Drive is having a  

sock sale!  
 

Select Sigvaris Compression 
Stockings $60.00 (regular $108)  

 

Select Dr. Segals Compression 
Socks $20 (regular $35 to $70)  

 

In stock items only!  
 

In store shopping only! 

Donation Recycling Program 

Thank you to all of you that participated 
in the first Donation Recycling Program 

at Bethany!   
 

If you would like to donate your  
refundable recycling items (such as: 

rinsed milk cartons & jugs, and other 
recyclable beverage cans & bottles) 

please place them outside your  
door on  

 

April 5 before Noon 
 

All money raised from this  
optional recycling program will go  
to the Food Services Department.   

 

Thank you. 



MISSING BOOKS! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are missing a number of books from our 
library. Please check your personal collection 

for books that have “Bethany Manor” stamped 
on the Inside cover of the book.  
Please bring them back so that  

others can enjoy them too! 

With the advancement of technology, the Main Office and the Quality of Life Office have upgraded to a new 
phone system! While we are excited to share this news, we are also aware that it works differently than what 
you are accustomed to, so we ask for your patience while we all learn this new system.  
 

To assist us in helping you, please be aware that when you call the main number, there will be a slight delay 
as our Auto Attendant answers your call first. You will be directed to press the extension number of the person 
you are calling, or immediately press 0 for reception. There may be a further slight delay while your call  
transfer is being completed.  
 

For easier reference, please keep the table below by your phone. 

The Bistro is open 

  
 
 
 

Wednesdays 
11:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Laura’s Lane. 
Watch bulletin boards for weekly menu. 

Name Title Phone Number(s) Directions 

Jerry  
Letkeman 

Executive Director 306-242-9019 
Press “0” for 

reception 

Jennifer  
Saunders 

Admin & Housing Manager 306-242-9019 
Press “0” for 

reception 

Janina  
Chamberlain 

Housing Officer 
Direct: 306-242-9101 or 
306-242-9019 ext. 227# 

  

Tobi  
Warnock 

Finance Manager 306-242-9019 
Press “0” for 

reception 

Angela  
Schmiemann 

Quality of Life Coordinator 
Q. of L. Office:  
306-242-9246 

Cell: 306-220-8763 
  

Rev. Lois Siemens Spiritual Care Coordinator Cell: 306-229-3288   

Jennifer Bulka Food Services Manager Cell: 306-380-7920   

Marianne Hamm Resident Services Manager Cell: 306-229-6356   

Dan Kierstead Maintenance Manager Cell: 306-229-6143   

James Perkins Fund Development Coordinator Cell: 306-371-9922   

Jennifer Peak Housing & Admin Support 306-242-9019 ext. 226#   

Jan McKechnie Reception 306-242-9019 
 Press “0” for 

reception 



GARDEN BOX LOTTERY 
 

Bethany has 9 raised garden boxes available 
for gardening. Boxes are available on a two-
season basis eg: plant in the spring of 2023  
and the spring of 2024 and your time with 
your garden box ends in the fall of 2024.  
 

After having a garden box, you must wait a 
minimum of two years before you are eligible 
to have a box again.   
 

We currently have ONE BOX available for the 
2023/2024 season.  If you are interested in 
having a raised garden box this year, please 
call Angela at 306-220-8763.   
 

Your name will be placed in a hat for a draw 
for the last garden box. In addition, please let  
Angela know if you would like to have your 
name on the waiting list for future boxes to 
become available. 

Email Addresses 
 

We are building a database of resident family 
member(s) email addresses so that we can inform 
your family members when matters of interest  
occur at Bethany Manor, such as the recent  
recycling bin fire, when parking is restricted due to 
paving repairs, etc.  
 

We already have several family member email  
addresses from the Resident Emergency Contact 
Forms, so your family member may already be a 
subscriber to Bethany’s email communications.  
However, if you speak to your family and any of 
them are interested in receiving these general 
communications, please have them email:  
 

Jennifer Saunders,  
Administration & Housing Manager at:  

jennifers@b55.ca  
 

It is important that we are contacted directly by 
your family member to ensure authorization to  
use their email address for these general  
communication purposes.  
 

We would also like to provide more email  
communications to residents and currently have 
email addresses for less than 10% of our residents. 
Any residents who would like their email addresses 
added to the list for general Bethany communica-
tions, please email the above.  
 

In addition, please continue to be aware that by 
providing a sasktel.net email address, it is vital that 
you commit to checking your spam/junk mail on a 
daily basis, due to Sasktel’s stringent spam filtering. 

 Income  
    Tax Services 
 
Saskatoon Services For Seniors  
is offering a free income tax preparation  
service for people who are seniors (55+), ill  
or physically disabled and who are low  
income.  
 

This program is delivered in conjunction with 
Canada Revenue Agency.  
 

They are currently running this program  
remotely by computer on a first come, first 
serve basis.  
 

If you are interested in having your income tax 
completed, please contact them at:  

  306-668-2762. 

Special Easter Supper 
      Wednesday, April 5 
       5:00 p.m. 
       Dining Room 

 
 
 

MAIN MEAL TICKET required, unless  

you have a Monthly Supper Meal Pass. 



Resident birthdays are  not  

available on the website.  

Was it a morning like this?  
Lyrics: Jim Croegaert / Sung by Sandi Patty 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Was it a morning like this 
When the SON still hid from Jerusalem?  

And Mary rose from her bed 
To tend the LORD she thought was dead. 

 

Was it a morning like this 
When Mary walked down from Jerusalem?  

And two angels stood at the tomb 
Bearers of news she would hear soon. 

 

Did the grass sing?  
Did the earth rejoice to feel YOU again?  

 

Over and over like a trumpet underground 
Did the earth seem to pound “HE is risen!” 

Over and over in a never-ending round 
“HE is risen! Alleluia! Alleluia!” 

 

Was it a morning like this 
When Peter and John ran from Jerusalem?  

And as they raced toward the tomb 
Beneath their feet was there a tune?  

 

Did the grass sing?  
Did the earth rejoice to feel YOU again?  

 

Over and over like a trumpet underground 
Did the earth seem to pound “HE is risen!” 

Over and over in a never-ending round 
“HE is risen! Alleluia! Alleluia!” 


